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Retirement

I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish Mike 
Williams success and good 
health on his retirement from 
the Stauros Foundation.  
It has always been Mike’s 
intention to retire from formal 
employment at the age of 65, 
and he reaches this milestone 
by the 31st August 2019.  He 
was fortunate to able to 
discuss his retirement with his 
brother Arthur over the weeks 
and months before Arthur’s 
home-call.  Mike has been 
more to me than a coworker; I 
have always enjoyed working 
with him and his support 
and encouragement to me 
personally over many years 
has been invaluable. 

A list of Mike’s 
accomplishments to Stauros 
over 39 years would take 
more space than this article 
allows, so I will name just 
a few.  Mike has served 
Stauros in so many different 
roles and he has made an 
undeniable difference in 
Stauros moving forward. He 
began by speaking at the 
earliest Stauros meetings 
in the Findlay Memorial 
Church and was then asked 
by Arthur to chair the local 
management committee, set 
up in 1980/81, for those people 
who led the various meetings 
in Scotland.  In 1984 he was 
asked to join the board of 
Trustees on which he has now 
served for 35 years.  In 2000 
Mike joined the staff as a full-
time worker, and in 2010 he 
became General Director until 
2017.  In September 2016, I was 
appointed to the role of being 
his deputy for one year, and 
subsequently, after I became 
General Director, he has 
served as my deputy for the 
last couple of years.  Mike was 
an encouraging leader always 
bringing the best out of the 
staff, adding value through 
believing in our potential and 
providing resources to help us 
achieve better results.  

It is impossible to express 
all that Mike has done in 

and through the ministry of 
Stauros and what he has 
meant to us all in the Stauros 
family over the last 39 years.  
We can only express our 
sincere gratitude to him and 
to say it has been a privilege 
and honor to have had the 
opportunity to serve the Lord 
together with him.  
So, while we are saddened 
to see Mike go, we are 
confident that he will find 
the same success and 
happiness in retirement that 
he experienced during his time 
with Stauros.

We wish Mike the best in his 
future endeavors.  Retirement 
will surely offer him many 
new opportunities, which 
I know he will embrace 
wholeheartedly, just as he did 
with Stauros.
Mikes retirement is well 
deserved, but he will be 
missed!

By Roy Brown 
(General director)

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not 
unjust so as to overlook your 
work and the love that you 
have shown for his name in 
serving the saints as you still 
do.



It is no accident that Staruos’ 
full name includes the 
word ‘Foundation’.  As an 
agency we believe Jesus is 
the foundation of sober and 
contended Christian living.  
So over the past few years 
we have been planning a 
foundation course in Biblical 
understanding called the 
‘Timothy Programme’. 

The Timothy programme is 
an attempt at training the 
next generation of Christian 
servants within Stauros.  Paul 
entrusted a charge to Timothy 
(1Tim 1:18), one that he was to 
guard (1Tim 6:20) and to pass 
on to other faithful people 
(2Tim 2:2).  For over 20 years 
in ministry Paul mentored and 
taught Timothy the essentials 
of the faith, effectively laying 
a strong foundation on which 
further Kingdom building 
could be done.  In Stauros we 
are endeavouring to follow 
this pattern.

Our Timothy programme 
highlights certain Biblical 
books and passages, two 
of which include Genesis 1 
to 3 and Romans 1 to 8.  In 
the autumn of 2018 the 
programme began with a 
module called ‘Made for More’.  
Over a dozen people attended 
this course on a Tuesday 
evening for 6 meetings.  The 
course consisted of the 
foundations of Christian belief 
as found in the creation story, 
as well as some practical 
guidance on personal Bible 
study and preparing a sermon.  

The class began by looking 
at the characteristics of 
God’s being and proceeded 
by exploring what it means 
for humans to be made in 
God’s image.  Other themes 
included a reflection on the 
Garden of Eden and what 
it implies about caring for 
the environment, physical 
well-being, work and human 
intimacy.  From Genesis 3 

the class thought about the 
significance of evil and the 
ploys of the serpent.  The Fall 
was addressed from Gen3: 
8-24 and the phases of human 
experience it represented.  
Finally the results of the fall 
then and now were discussed.
The second part of the 
Timothy Programme began in 
May 2019 with staff, and it is 
a module entitled ‘Unpacking 
the Gospel’, one that explores 
Romans 1 to 8.  In Stauros we 
believe that each generation 
of staff need to be well 
informed about the Biblical 
content of the gospel and 
so the focus on Romans.  So 
far the topics have included 
‘The gospel in a nutshell’ 
(Romans 1:16-17), ‘The human 
predicament’ (Romans 1”18-
32), and ‘God’s judgment’ 
(Romans 2:1-17).  Woven 
through this course are some 
excursions into basic Biblical 
Theology, and so far this has 
addressed the theme of God’s 
self revelation.

Timothy
Programme



It has been a few years since 
the last Stauros women’s 
conference, but a small 
committee planned and 
delivered a recent one in April 
2019. 

The committee consisted of (in 
alphabetical order) Ali, Gillian, 
Jenna, Laura, Margaret, 
Pamela, Rachel and Rosemary 
(see photo).  This team worked 
well together to provide 
a nurturing and uplifting 
experience for all who 
attended.  The conference 
was held at Glenada 
Christian Conference Centre 
in Newcastle, County Down, 
and was attended by over 60 
ladies.

The teaching sessions 
all began with worship 
sensitively led by Joanna, Ali 
and Rachel, and each meeting 
included a testimony from 

Tanya, Laura, Lyn and Violet.  
The theme for the conference 
was ‘Women of Faith’, and the 
speaker was Mike Williams.  
In an unusual move, Mike 
used the life story of his 
mother Gladys (see photo) as 
a framework and illustration 
of the four talks.  Gladys’ life 
had been an interesting one, 
and as the mother of Arthur, 
the founder of Stauros, her 
story seemed appropriate for 
the women attending.  The 
talks for the four sessions 
were ‘Good order in faith’, 
‘Saving Faith’, Daily Faith’ and 
‘Confident Faith’, and were 
all based on passages from 
Paul’s epistles to Timothy.  
The Stauros Trustees would 
like to thank everyone on the 
committee, and at Glenada, 
for making this women’s 
conference such a positive 
experience.

Ladies
Weekend

Stauros is delighted to 
announce the appointment 
of a new member of staff.  
Margaret Wallace is no 
stranger to Stauros as she 
has served as a volunteer for 
some time, but in August 2018 
she moved from volunteering 
to become a member of 
the staff team.  At present 
she is working part-time 
as she is studying towards 
her foundation degree in 
counselling.  Married to Ricky, 
Margaret has two beautiful 
daughters and as a family 
they are all active members of 
Newtonbreda Baptist Church.  

Margaret brings such a 
positive contribution to the 

team.  Her quiet nature belies 
a strong sense of humour and 
a deep insight into human 
nature and gospel truth.  She 
has already made a valuable 
contribution to Stauros work 
among women, and she 
continues to develop and 
progress both personally 
and professionally.  She has 
demonstrated a clear calling 
to the work of Stauros and 
has all the competencies 
necessary to serve the Lord 
for many years to come.  Her 
presence at staff prayer times 
always brings something 
positive, and Stauros is 
privileged to have Margaret 
on board.

Margaret 
Wallace



Want to know more? Please contact us:

Stauros Foundation, 29 Straidhavern Road, Nutts Corner, Crumlin, BT29 4SN

Telephone: 028 9082 5058 Email: info@stauros.com

www.stauros.com

Greetings from The Isle of 
Man! It was over thirty years 
ago that David Gordon, then 
pastor of Broadway Baptist 
Church in Douglas, invited 
Arthur Williams to come over 

to the island to help people 
with alcohol and other 
drug related issues.  Since 
then Stauros has become 
established on the island, 
and is overseen by a small 
committee that meets on a 
regular basis. 

In March, we had the pleasure 
of welcoming the UK General 
Director Roy Brown, and his 
wife Pamela, on their first visit 
to the island.  The occasion 
was our annual celebration 
held in Broadway Baptist 
Church in Douglas, the island’s 
capital.  The celebration was 
a joyous occasion hosted by 
the chairman of the local 
committee, Kevin Vondy.  
The celebration began 
with worship as always, 
and contained a report on 

the work of Stauros and a 
financial update.  

Erica Irwin presented a report 
on the work of Graih, a drop-
in centre that operates from 
premises beside the Broadway 
Church, and which has had 
very close connections with 
Stauros for many years.  
There was a testimony and 
an inspiring sermon from the 
Rev. David Gordon, who had 
been invited back to the island 
from his home in Glasgow 
for the occasion.  There was 
a record attendance and 
the committee on the island 
would like to thank everyone 
who worked so hard in 
making the annual celebration 
that success that it was.  

By Gordon Buist

IoM Rally
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